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RYERSON UNIVERSITY
Department of Philosophy and Music

CMUS 505
Popular Music and Culture
Class Times: Room:
Instructor: Dr. Gillian Turnbull
Tel:
E-mail:

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course explores the historical development of popular music
and culture in North America. Lectures survey a selection of the major musical genres which
define the popular idiom in the west, such as minstrelsy, ragtime, jazz, swing, blues, Tin Pan
Alley, rock ‘n’ roll, folk, disco, soul, country, reggae, funk, pop and rap. The impact of changes
in technology, political-economy, race relations and demographics will be discussed, as will the
relationship between popular music and the shifting social conditions of each period. This course
provides a basic understanding of music in and as culture.

GOALS OF THE COURSE:
1. To develop an understanding of the complex and shifting relationship between music and

culture in the popular realm.
2. To survey popular musical genres, artists and innovations.
3. To improve your ability to discuss and understand musical concepts and pieces through

analysis of basic musical parameters.

COURSE EVALUATION:
Listening Quizzes (2 x 10%) 20% Weeks 6 and 13
Test 1 20% Week 6
Essay 30% Week 10
Group Analysis 10% Weeks 7 through 12
Final Test (In-class) 20% Week 13

Please notify the professor in writing of any accommodations requested during the term for
religious observances or disability, by the second class as per university policy. Any alterations
in assignments, tests or deadlines will be discussed in class prior to implementation. This course
is lecture-based, with student participation through guided listening activities and group
discussion.

MUS 505 CLASS SCHEDULE (subject to revision):

Week 1: Class Introduction; Minstrelsy; Tin Pan Alley
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Week 2: Materials of Music: instruments; pitch; melody; rhythm; tempo; dynamics; harmony;
structure; Ragtime; Dance; Early Jazz; TPA: 1917-35

Week 3: Materials of Music continued; Blues; Country; Early Industry: 1925-35

Week 4: R&B; Crooners; Honky Tonk; Swing; Cowboy; Western Swing

Week 5: Early Rock’n’Roll

Week 6: Test #1 AND Quiz #1

Week 7: Girl Groups; Motown; The Beatles; Urban Folk

Week 8: The Rolling Stones; Blues Rock; Southern Soul

Week 9: Canadian Rock; Psychedelic Rock; Country Rock

Week 10: ESSAY DUE Classic Rock; Metal; Punk; Disco; Soul; Funk; Reggae

Week 11: 1980s Pop; 1980s Canadian Rock; MTV

Week 12: 1990s; Alternative; Rap

Week 13: Test #2 AND Quiz #2

LISTENING QUIZZES:
You will be asked to identify musical examples (major performer/composer, piece title, genre or
style) from course playlists and analyze tracks using the musical terminology learned in class.
The necessary listening skills will be taught in depth throughout the lectures, and assume no
prior musical knowledge to successfully complete this course. Several pieces will be chosen on
each quiz from the list of recordings you listen to and study. You will hear each example twice
from the beginning in the quiz.

TESTS:
Tests will consist of terminology identification, multiple choice, short, and longer answer
questions based on lecture materials. A terminology list from which you will be tested will be
given to aid you in your studying.

GROUP PRESENTATIONS
Students will present a fifteen-minute analysis of one audio recording of popular music, assigned
by the professor. Students will jointly prepare a one page handout for each member of the class
and should engage the class in a brief discussion after or during their presentation. Students will
not be permitted to choose a solo presentation.
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ESSAY
Students will be given a choice of topics for the essay. The essay will build on journal and
bibliographic assignments from earlier in the term.  Students are expected to use reference
materials in the library (books, journals, encyclopedias, recordings) and reliable sources on the
internet. Authors must therefore be cited in all websites used, and proper bibliographic format
used.


